
Islands High School
American Government

Mr.  Holcey


School Phone: 912-395-2000
Room: 401
Course Description:
This course will examine the processes of the United States Government.  It will emphasize the foundation, structure, and principles that guide our governing system.  This examination includes how government actions affect the daily lives of the people that live in America and around the world.  It also includes how we can participate in politics and guide the direction of public policy and change the society in which we live.  Critical thinking, cooperation, and participation will be expected of you daily. 

Materials Needed:

· 3 Ring Binder (1.5 to 2 inches)
· Loose leaf paper (College Rule)
· Pen/pencil
· Laptop or iPad 
Course Expectations:
· Come to class ON TIME and PREPARED to LEARN (students will bring the necessary materials to class every day: pencils, binder, textbook, paper).  

· RESPECT all property, people, and ideas

· Do your very best; challenge yourself; ask questions; have a positive attitude!
· Demonstrate academic honesty at all times.
General Rules for Classroom Behavior:
· Bring ALL materials everyday. 
· Report to class ON TIME.
· Students will sit in assigned seat.
· Respect fellow classmates during class discussions.  Students who cannot participate properly in class discussions will be removed from the class.
· As stated in the Chatham County Code of Conduct, one must refrain from the use of profanity or any form of verbal abuse.  Additionally, physical abuse is not allowed at any time.  Students MUST RESPECT others at ALL times.
· CELL PHONES/Laptops/iPads are allowed in class but I will NOT tolerate talking, IMing, texting, picture-taking, downloading, or any other cell phone activity unless it is part of a activity.  
Passes out of class:
NO, unless there is an official (Front Office) reason for it.
Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is defined as the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism include but are not limited to using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; using the work of another student (e.g., copying another student’s homework, composition or project); using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

**Cheating on tests and/or any class assignment is considered a form of plagiarism and will receive disciplinary action.  Students will receive a zero grade for the assignment and will also be written up for academic dishonesty.

Grade Scale:

90-100



A

80-89



B

70-79



C

Below 69


F

** There is an assessment at the end of a grading period (every 9 weeks), and that test is CUMULATIVE. **

Participation:

Classroom participation is crucial in the class.  A good portion of the content will be covered in the format of a discussion.  Not only are students expected to actively participate in class (not ALL information will come from me!), students are also expected to be respectful during discussions.  All opinions are worth hearing and evaluating, and all opinions MUST be relevant to the discussion topic.  

CONTENT INFORMATION:

Georgia Performance Standards:

The topics in this course cover the Georgia Performance Standards for American Government.  For more information on these standards please visit www.georgiastandards.org.  On this website, if you select social studies standards and United States History (grades 9-12), then you can access the corresponding standards for this course.   

Course Units:

Unit 1: Framework of the American Government


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 1, 19

Demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that shaped the development of United States constitutional government.

Compare and contrast governments that are unitary, conferral, and federal; unitary, oligarchic and democratic; and presidential and parliamentary.

Unit 2: Framework of the U.S. Constitution


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 3, 4, 5, 


Demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution.

Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government.

Demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution.
Unit 3: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 6, 7

Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.

Describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.

Unit 4: Electoral Politics


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 8

Demonstrate knowledge of local, state, and national elections.

Explain the role of political parties and interest groups.

Explain the role of the media on our political system.

Unit 5: Legislative Branch


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 9, 10, 11

Explain the differences between the House of Representatives and the Senate, with emphasis on terms of office, powers, organization, leadership, and representation of each house.

Describe the legislative process including the roles played by committees and leadership.

Describe the influence of lobbyists (business, labor, professional organizations) and special interest groups on the legislative process.

Unit 6: Executive Branch


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 12, 13, 14, 15

Analyze the various roles played by the President of the United States; include Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, chief executive, chief administrator, chief of state, foreign policy leader (chief diplomat), chief legislator, and party leader.

Describe the qualifications for becoming President of the

United States.

Explain the impeachment process and its usage for elected officials.

Explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy.

Unit 7: Judicial Branch 


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standards: 16, 21, 22


Demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary.

Demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

Demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

Unit 9: America and world affairs


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standard: 20

Describe the tools used to carry out United States foreign policy (diplomacy; economic, military, and humanitarian aid; treaties; sanctions; and military intervention).

Unit 10: State and local governments


Corresponding Georgia Performance Standard: 18, 17


Demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local governments.

Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution.

** Schools and school scheduling can be unpredictable; therefore, I reserve the right to change anything in this syllabus.  I will notify the students of any changes in scheduling, grading, etc.

Student’s Name (PRINT) ______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT) ________________________________
Course Name ___________________________________

Period ________________________

Dear Parent or Guardian:

I am your child’s Social Studies teacher.  I am asking for your assistance in your child’s success.  Once you have reviewed the syllabus, please sign below indicating that you have read and that you understand the course requirements. Please feel free to contact me with any specific questions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian signature-required)

We use a grading program called Power School.  You will have the ability to check your child’s grades at any time.  The grades that you view are the most current grades for our students.  Please contact me or the school’s front office if you have any questions regarding this process.
Due to limited access to a telephone during the day, the best way for me to keep in contact with you is by e-mail.  If you have an e-mail address and feel comfortable sharing it, please include it below.  I also send class updates through e-mail.  If your e-mail address is recorded below, I will include you in the class updates. Print please!

_________________________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian e-mail address)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian e-mail address)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian phone number)

Please sign on the line below if I am permitted to send your child’s grade information to the e-mail addresses that you have listed on this page.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

(Parent/Guardian signature)

Thank you very much!

Assessment:


Tests/Quizzes				60%


Classwork/Homework/Projects		40%









